Web Resources for Teaching English Language Learners

1. For Helping ELLs Learn Background Information
Voice of America—Website with “As it Is”, “American Mosaic”, “The Making of a Nation”, etc…These are all podcasts about current and past events in America history, with accompanying text in simplified English at a high beginning/intermediate ELL level. All can be found under the “Audio” dropdown menu on the following website: http://learningenglish.voanews.com/ 


2. Teaching Tips and Ideas for Teaching Activities of All Kinds for All ELP Levels
Dave’s ESL Cafe Cookbook—Web page with over 2,000 activities and teaching tips for working with ELLs, posted by ELL teachers and specialists, as well as classroom teachers with ELLs. The full website, Dave’s ELL Café, also has many beneficial resources for students and teachers.
Cookbook: http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi  Full site: http://www.eslcafe.com 

Everything ESL—Website with lesson plans, teaching tips and resource picks from Judie Haynes, a 35+ year ELL teaching veteran who has written 4 very valuable books on teaching ELLs. Also includes a message board where teachers can ask questions of Haynes and each other. The “Teaching Tips” page in particular has many valuable links.
http://www.everythingesl.net/ 

Colorín Colorado—Excellent English-Spanish bilingual website with countless helpful tools for educators and families, from articles on important research, resources and links, to easily downloadable content, such as an English-Spanish cognate dictionary and an ELL acronyms dictionary, etc…below is a link to an ELL Starter Kit for Educators: http://www.colorincolorado.org/pdfs/guides/ellstarterkit.pdf 
Link to full website: http://www.colorincolorado.org/ 

Help! They Don’t Speak English!: Starter Kit for Primary Teachers—a free, downloadable pdf book providing teachers and administrators with information on successfully serving ELLS.   *Note: There are state specific procedures for home language surveys and assessment, but this provides promising classroom strategies for teaching ELLs. http://escort.org/files/entireelem.pdf 

3. Non-fiction News Articles for ELLs
NewsELA—Website with non-fiction articles on a variety of topics concerning current events around the world. Each article is automatically adjustable to 5 different lexile levels, from roughly 500-1200. Many articles have accompanying online quizzes, and all can be printed and viewed in their original form. https://newsela.com/
 

4. Good Sites for Students and Teachers
ESL Games Plus—Website that includes online games, printable board games, flashcards, videos, worksheets, phonics help, etc…All items contain a variety of topics, such as grammar rules, vocabulary, sentence structure and spelling.  
http://www.eslgamesplus.com/ 

Many Things—Website with many games, listening exercises, simplified readings with audio, podcasts, jokes, songs, and other beneficial activities for ELLs at all levels, as well as a useful resource page for teachers. www.manythings.org 

LearningAtoZ—Website with easy-to-use teacher and student resources to fill the gaps left by many Reading, Writing, and Science education programs.  Learning A-Z's printable books and worksheets, and other projectable, online interactive and mobile teacher resources, are already being used in more than half of the school districts in the U.S. and Canada and 165+ countries worldwide.
http://www.learninga-z.com/index.html


5. Helpful Sites for Science and History Lessons with ELLs
National Geographic for Kids—Website that has games, videos, and articles covering many scientific topics about the universe and its contents, such as natural phenomena, the human body, and space, as well as historical topics such as US presidents, other important historical figures, and holidays. This site provides many visuals that will be helpful for ELLs. http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/  

Biomes and Ecosystems of the World—This website provides info with visual support on the biomes and ecosystems around the world, as well as links to other useful sites on the topics. http://www.mbgnet.net/ 

Biology of Plants—This website provides basic info with visual support on plants and their parts and processes. http://www.mbgnet.net/bioplants/main.html
6. Book to Encourage Parental Involvement
The Harvard Family Research Center—Website with a free, downloadable pdf, bilingual Spanish-English storybook, Tomasito’s Mother Comes to School, as well as resources for teachers and administrators on how to use the book to encourage parental involvement. The story concerns an 8-year-old boy, Tomasito, and his Spanish-speaking mother, as she works to successfully involve herself in his schooling even though she speaks limited English.  The pdf also includes bilingual information for families on similarly participating in their children’s schooling.
http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement/projects/family-involvement-storybook-project/storybook-corner/tomasito-s-mother-comes-to-school 

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]For Teaching Idioms
Voice of America: Learning English—“English in a Minute” is a series of 1-minute long videos carefully explaining idioms, colloquialisms, and other figures of speech with visual support and captions.
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/media/all/english-in-a-minute/latest.html?z=3619

Voice of America: Learning English—“Words and Their Meanings”—Weekly 5-minute podcasts explaining idioms and other figures of speech. Audio only. Online streaming. http://learningenglish.voanews.com/archive/learningenglish-programs-radio-words-stories/latest/987/987.html   

8. Department of State
American English—Resource center for teaching and learning about American English language and culture.  This website provides a variety of engaging materials and resources for teachers' professional development and for students in the classroom. Both teachers and students will find new ways to practice English and learn more about the United States.  http://americanenglish.state.gov/materials-teaching-english
